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Portishead Church of England - St Peter’s & St Nicholas” Churches
in partnership with St Peter’s C of E and Trinity Anglican-Methodist Schools

Team Rector The Reverend Rob Eastwood Dewing
2 Brambling Lane, Portishead BS20 7NN
846592 - rector@portisheadparish.co.uk
Team Pastor The Reverend Tonya Nixon
840016 - 07341 328682
pastorportishead@outlook.com
Team Pilgrim The Reverend Mark Fuller
25 Lambourne Way, Portishead, BS20 7LQ
0776 631 0509 - pilgrim@portisheadparish.co.uk
Assistant Curate The Reverend Lindsay Smith - 07483 932608
8 Clevedon Rd. North Weston BS20 6TA
pioneer@portisheadparish.co.uk
Safeguarding The Rector (contact details as above),
Sarah Stevens and Linda Taylor
safeguarding@portisheadparish.co.uk

Church Office St Barnabas Centre, West Hill, BS20 6LN
846230 - office@portisheadparish.co.uk
Parish website www.portisheadparish.co.uk B8 Portishead Church of England
Church Wardens Paul Jeffery - 845150 Pearl Walker - 817765
Kathryn Phillips - 07834 097595
PCC Secretary Gill Colston - 845970
St Peter’s School Head Teacher: Catrin Battista - 843142
www.st-peters.n-somerset.sch.uk
Trinity School Head Teacher: Ms Sandy Nickells - 397710

www.trinityprimaryschool.co.uk

For initial enquiries about Baptisms, Weddings, Banns and other special services
please contact the Church Office.

Sunday Services See Church Calendar (middle pages)
or check the website calendar

We welcome contributions to our parish magazine.
Please submit items to kathrynphillips018@gmail.com, stuart_sarah_iles@hotmail.co.uk
or hand in to the Church Office.
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A letter from Rob
A Hallelujah! Christ is Risen!

Happy Easter

While many great artists have
tackled the subject of Christ's
Crucifixion there are fewer good
representations of the Resurrection.
It is a difficult subject to tackle well
and | have not seen many that have
been very effective or helpful. One
that | do like very much is by one of
my favourite artists, the Dutch 17t
Century painter Rembrandt; Christ
and St Mary Magdalen at the Tomb.
In it we see Mary kneeling at the
empty tomb. She is just noticing the
figure of Jesus behind her. Jesus is
wearing a big wide brimmed hat and
carrying a spade to remind us that,
according to John's Gospel, Mary
mistook him for the gardener. There
is some humour in that. The casual
observer thinks it unlikely that Mary
confused the risen Christ for the
gardener because he was wearing a
floppy hat.

However, Rembrandt, like the
Gospel writer John before him, is
making a theological point. The
reference to the risen Christ as the
gardener takes the more thoughtful
observer back to Genesis and
that other garden — the Garden of
Eden. There we see God walking in
the Garden in the cool of the day,
enjoying his perfect and flawless
creation epitomised by Eden.
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Perhaps, John and Rembrandt are
saying, Mary was not mistaken in
thinking that Jesus was the gardener
after all. The Resurrection shows us
that this is exactly who he was. Not
just another common criminal or
freedom fighter executed by the
Romans, but the creator of all things.
Hence death had no hold on him
and at the end of the darkness of
Holy Week we come to Easter Day.

The world we live in is hugely
challenging. There are wars and
conflicts in many places while all of
us face the uncertainty of climate
change. However, the Resurrection
reminds us that we are people of
hope. In Christ’s resurrection from
the dead we see the promise that
however bleak the situation may be
God has not given up on his world.
As he came in Christ to live and
die among us so he calls us to do
whatever we can do to show his love
in the dark but beautiful world we
live in. The Resurrection reminds us
that we do so with Christ alongside
us and in hope and conviction that
the world will one day be restored
and transformed.

Let’s consider how we can live as
people of resurrection hope.

He is Risen indeed! Hallelujah!
Rob
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From the Church Registers

WEddiIlgS: Claire Ralph and Matthew Aston
Funerals: June Johns, Pamela Austin, Michelle Pickles
=
Bereavement Support Group. .
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Grief doesn’t stop after the funeral -

A space to talk, to just be, a space to share memories

2nd Tuesday of each month 2.30pm - 4pm
St. Nicholas Church, Nore Road

Portishead Church of England

Open every Thursday
2.00pm - 4.00pm

» delicious home made cakes

» a place to meet up with friends

» a community hub &
information point

» a space and time you can help
shape

and if you feel you need it:

Church of England & United Reformed Church R .
working together in Portishead a llstenmg ear

All proceeds to local good causes

Working to become

5 {
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North Somerest cafe@portisheadparish.co.uk




Worship is key

From Michael Langrish,

Assistant Bishop for Bath and Wells

In January | was back in my old
Diocese of Exeter, marking the
death of Sabine Baring Gould 100
years before. What an extraordinary
person he was, with an incredible
range and roundedness of learning
and interests, in an equally full and
fulfilled life. He was a great traveller
and prolific writer of biographies,
folklore, travel books, theology,
novels and hymns, including some,
such as ‘Onward Christian soldiers’
that remain popular today. He was
a linguist and translator; and, as an
archaeologist on Dartmoor, very
much a pioneer in the field. For
many, his greatest achievement was
his collecting the old folk songs of
Devon and Cornwall, providing
inspiration for such composers
as Elgar, Vaughan Williams and
Holst. He was also the Squire of
Lewtrenchard and, being ordained,
he appointed himself as parish priest
as well!

This he saw as his true vocation.
His responsibility, and that of the
local church, was the cure of souls
from cradle to grave. This meant
a care for the spiritual wellbeing
of all in the community and for
their bodily and social welfare too.
Striving for good health and housing
must go hand in hand with growth
in faith and prayer. All should be
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Bl ESE @F
Bath&Wells

Living the story. Telling the story

encouraged to full humanity, to holy
discipleship, to the recognition,
and use, of whatever gifts anyone
possessed for the common good.

But, underlying all of this, one
other aspect of this great man’s life
speaks very strongly to me now.
That is how he understood worship
and its relationship to the whole of
life. "To worship is to quicken the
conscience by the holiness of God,
to feed the mind with the truth of
God, to purge the imagination by
the beauty of God, to open the
heart to the love of God, to devote
the will to the purpose of God'.

This edition of Manna contains
encouraging stories of New Christian
Worshipping Communities in Bath
and Wells. Worshipping is key. |
am reminded of the later words
of Archbishop William Temple: ‘It
is sometimes said that conduct is
supremely important, and worship
helps it. The truth is that worship is
supremely important, and conduct
tests it.’

Bishop
Michael
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Local Electrician & Plumber

Aspect Property
Maintenance

\::/

g

Available 24 Hours A Day

Mechanical
Electrical
Plumbing
Heating

Visit Our Website For A FREE Quotation

www.aspectpropertymaintenance.co.uk

Info@aspectpropertymaintenance.co.uk
Emergency Call Out 07741439022

For all Your
MOTORING
requirements

* MoT Testing Station

* Automobile Repairs & Servicing
* Insurance Estimates

* Accident Repair Specialists

* Air-conditioning Specialists

* We Cater for All Makes & Models
* Free Collection & Delivery
* Diagnostics and Recovery

Tel: 845000

HARBOUR GARAGE
(PORTISHEAD) ITD

Tel: 01275 845000 / 845001
Harbour Road ® Portishead

Bed and Breakfast

Avon View
9 West Hill
Portishead
Bristol
BS20 6LG

Telephone 01275 842926

An elegant Georgian residence
providing comfortable
accommodation in spacious
surroundings.

The principal bedrooms enjoy
glorious views over the
Bristol Channel to Wales.

Individual attention is assured
whether visiting Portishead
on business or for pleasure.

You could
advertise here




Christian Aid Week 2024

Christian Aid Week this year runs
from Sunday 12" May to Saturday 18*
May.

For over 60 years the Churches in
Portishead have supported Christian
Aid, mostly by holding house-to-
house collections. However, we
have realised that this method of
fundraising is no longer feasible.

The advent of “No Cold Calling
Zones” - which don’t apply to
charities, but many people think they
do - started the problems. Since the
Covid-19 pandemic, fewer people
have cash at home and fewer people
want strangers knocking on their
doors. Meanwhile the organising
group and the number of available
volunteers has shrunk.

In future we will concentrate on
running the Christian Aid Week
Appeal from within the individual
Churches (as we did last year).

There will be means of donating
to Christian Aid in Church, including
via the usual red envelopes, which
will be available to use personally or
to offer to friends who we know are
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supporters. We will encourage online
donations, including on posters in the
town.

There will be an exhibition about
the work of Christian Aid in St. Peter’s
Church, where there will be a Coffee
Morning in Aid of Christian Aid on
Saturday 18 May.

The theme of this year’s Christian
Aid Week is “Pushing back against
the inhumanity of poverty”. More
about this in next month’s magazine.

Finally, I would like to thank
everyone who has been involved with
Christian Aid Week over the decades
of house-to-house collecting. You
have done an amazing job. We will
miss the camaraderie of seeing
fellow-Christians around the town
with their red bags, the fellowship of
the united services and the counting
day. However, the important thing is
that we continue to promote and raise
money for Christian Aid, to support
our brothers and sisters throughout
the world.

Jane Vian

Macular Support Group

The Portishead Macular Support Group meet on the last Thursday of the
month in The Folk Hall from 2 - 4pm. The group is open to everyone who
suffers from Macular Degeneration to enable them to be able to get together
with others in the same position so they don’t feel so alone and try to make
life easier.

Our April meeting is on 25" when our Speaker is Dr. Serena Salvatora A
Consultant at the Eye Hospital.

We make new members very welcome for further information please phone
Hazel on 01275 845238.
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C hllICh Calendar Please use this as a focus for prayer in April.

Please check the website and noticesheet for up-to-date details and changes.

Weds 3 9.00am Morning Prayer via Zoom
https://bit.ly/wednesdaymorningprayer
Thurs 4t ‘Thought for the Day’ available from 8.00am via our website,
YouTube and Facebook
10.30am Midweek Communion at St Peter’s Church

10.40am Midweek Church Coffee via Zoom
https://bit.ly/midweekchurchcoffee
2.00pm Lighthouse Café at St Nicholas’ Church

Sunday 7t April - Easter 1
Exodus 14.10-31; 15.20, 21; Acts 4.32-35; John 20.19-31

8am Holy Communion (BCP) at St Peter’s Church
9.30am Morning Worship at St Nicholas’ Church
9.45am The 9.45 at St Peter’s Church
11.15am Morning Worship with the URC
11.30am Parish Eucharist at St Peter’s Church
6.00pm Praise and Prayer at St Peter’s Church

Weds 10" 9.00am Morning Prayer via Zoom
https://bit.ly/wednesdaymorningprayer
Thurs 11t ‘Thought for the Day’ available from 8.00am via our website,
YouTube and Facebook
10.30am Midweek Communion at St Peter’s Church

10.40am Midweek Church Coffee via Zoom
https://bit.ly/midweekchurchcoffee
2.00pm Lighthouse Café at St Nicholas’ Church
Sat 13" 10.00am One Another Group at St Peter’s Church
10.30am LLADs at St Barnabas Centre

Sunday 14t April - Easter 2
Zephaniah 3.14-20; Acts 3.12-19; Luke 24.36b-48

9.30am Parish Eucharist at St Nicholas’ Church
9.45am The 9.45 with Communion at St Peter’s Church
11.30am Morning Worship at St Peter’s Church
2.00pm The Gathering at St Peter’s School
7.30pm Dwelling in Prayer over Zoom
https://bit.ly/dwellinginprayer

Mon 15% 7.15am Mission Prayer - http://bit.ly/3JIWgqwX
7.30am Ethics Forum at St Peter’s Church
Tues 16t 9.15am Refresh Parent, Baby and Toddler Group at St Peter's
2.00pm Church Tots at St Peter's Church
Weds 17" 9.00am Morning Prayer via Zoom
https://bit.ly/wednesdaymorningprayer
3.30pm Ragamuffins at St Peter’s Church
Thurs 18" ‘Thought for the Day’ available from 8.00am via our website,

YouTube and Facebook
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10.30am Midweek Communion at St Peter's Church (MU)

10.40am Midweek Church Coffee via Zoom
https://bit.ly/midweekchurchcoffee

2.00pm Lighthouse Café at St Nicholas’ Church

Sunday 21+ April - Easter 3

Isaiah 50.4-%a; Philippians 2.5-11; Mark 14.1-15.47 (or 15.1-39)

8.00am Holy Communion at St Peter’s Church
9.15am for 9.30am Café Church at St Nicholas’ Church
9.45am The 9.45 Special at St Peter’s Church
11.15 Café Church with the URC at St Nicholas’ Church
11.30am Parish Eucharist at St Peter’s Church
1.45pm and 3.00pm Baptisms at St Peter’s Church
6.00pm Evensong at St Peter’s Church

Mon 224 7.15am Mission Prayer - http://bit.ly/3JIWgqwX
Tues 23 9.15am Refresh Parent, Baby and Toddler Group at St Peter's
10.30am Lighthouse Carers Group at St Nicholas’ Church
2.00pm Church Tots at St Peter's Church
Weds 24" 9.00am Morning Prayer via Zoom
https://bit.ly/wednesdaymorningprayer
Thurs 25% ‘Thought for the Day’ available from 8.00am via our website,
YouTube and Facebook
10.30am Midweek Communion at St Peter’s Church
10.40am Midweek Church Coffee via Zoom
https://bit.ly/midweekchurchcoffee
2.00pm Lighthouse Café at St Nicholas' Church
2.30pm Mothers Union at St Peter's Church
Sat 127 9.30am Quiet Day - Living Christ Shaped at St Nicholas’ Church
12.00pm The Wedding of Claire Ralph and Matthew Aston at St Peter’s
Church
Sunday 28t April - Easter 4
Genesis 22.1-18; Acts 8.26-40; John 15.1-8
9.30am Parish Eucharist at St Nicholas’ Church
9.45am The 9.45 with Communion at St Peter's Church
11.30am Parish Eucharist at St Peter's Church
6.00pm Haven at St Peter’s Church
Mon 29 7.15am Mission Prayer - http://bit.ly/3JIWqwX
Tues 30t 9.15am Refresh Parent, Baby and Toddler Group at St Peter's
2.00pm Church Tots at St Peter’s Church
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Re-Creation - with God making things

new

| was chatting with a 15 year-old
girl in Gordano school the other
day, discussing what she was going
to do next in her Art project. When
we'd finished, | encouraged her to
pop the piece of paper we'd been
sketching ideas on in the recycling
bin. To which, she rolled her eyes
and said something to the effect
of “what'’s the point in recycling -
we're all doomed anyway!” This
got me thinking. Is she right - are
we doomed? Is any move to go
‘greener’ effectively just re-arranging
the deckchairs...?

If it is all down to us then things
do look pretty bleak. From an
ecological point of view, we do
seem to have made an almighty
mess of things - using and abusing
the planet’s resources with no
thought to the damage we are
doing. Itis a long way from the
biblical imperative to till and keep,
sometimes translated “serve” the
land.

For sure we should lament at
what we have done to the world,
but we can never give up on it. Not
out of some dogged or embattled
misplaced sense of duty, but
because God hasn’t and doesn’t and
won't. It is not in his nature to give
up on things. God has always been
in the business of breathing new

life into things. Lives and planets,
institutions & galaxies, habits and
eco-systems. Always re-forming and
re-creating. Look at what Jesus got
up to in his earthly ministry — he was
all about mending. He probably
learned to right lopsided tables and
chairs from Joseph, and then went
around putting lopsided bodies,
minds and systems right so that all
(not just some) could flourish. And
then it didn't end at Calvary — the
Spirit is still constantly resurrecting,
restoring, renewing, re-forming
& re-creating. Lives and planets,
institutions & galaxies, habits and
eco-systems. Our God is a God
whose spirit is constantly hovering
over the chaos (some of which
we've made) and seeking to make
all things new.

So ours is no story of
environmental hopeless doom, but
an amazing invitation to respond
and join in with an on-going spirit-
filled, regenerative dance.

Of course, as we respond
together as a church community
to God'’s invitation to serve his
planet and our fellow creatures,
we will need to keep learning new
steps in this dance. Happily, there
are some wise and godly teachers
who have been this way before us
and some great resources to help
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us. One of these is the Christian
environmental group A Rocha
(https://arocha.org.uk/ ) who lead
the Eco-Church initiative (https://
ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/how-
eco-church-works/ ). This project
helps churches to think through
how their worship, buildings, land
use, community engagement, and
individual lifestyles can all play their
part in helping to flourish, protect
and restore creation.

Some fantastic work has already
been done in getting both of our
churches near to achieving the
“Bronze"” Eco-Church status and we
are now looking to secure this and
even move us on to the “Silver”
award level. We would love to hear
from anyone interested in joining us
in any way. There is much to do,
and much of it fun. Indeed, we
have decided to call this “church
greening” project Re:Creation to
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remind us of the joyful, creative
invitation to join in with the great
Re-Creator. So do keep your eyes
and ears open for Re:Creation
things going on. In the meantime,
challenge the doom and gloom,
remember that God is a God who
loves this world utterly, wastes
nothing and mends and upcycles
with the best of them... so keep
recycling that paper (and everything
else) — you are joining in with the
dance!

Verity Eastwood Dewing

For more information or to
register interest please contact
verityced@gmail.com

The monthly Cruse bereavement support Drop

nse

Bereavement
Support

in is held on the last Thursday morning of each
month at the Methodist Community Hub.
Many people find meeting up with others who
are facing similar situations very supportive.
Refreshments are provided. Trained
ereavement Volunteers are available.
Just come along between 10 am and 12 noon.

The next meet up is on Thursday 29" April.

Copydate for the May 2024 issue of the magazine

will be Friday 12th April
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Reminder:

Contemporary Ethics Forum:

Support or Abuse?

The Mental Capacity Act in Practice
St. Peter’s Church: Monday, 15th April 7:30 - 9:30pm

Most of us have concerns about
what will happen if we are no longer
able to manage our own affairs
due to a loss of mental capacity.
We are delighted to welcome Dr.
Peter Carpenter, retired Consultant
Psychiatrist, to lead the next Ethics
Forum. Peter will help us explore
mental capacity, principles and
conundrums in practice, the Mental
Capacity Act and other related
legal issues. His presentation will
be followed by questions and open
discussion.

All are welcome. No tickets
are required and admission is
free (donations towards costs are
invited). We also plan to livestream
the forum to the church YouTube
channel:

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=98Am2Xs8nRk

Contact: David on 01275 840 245
or david.tyers@gmail.com for further
information

Kanami Development Trust - Thank You!!

An anonymous cash gift was
sent to me this week, by post, via
the church office — for the Kanamai
Development Trust. | just want to
acknowledge it and say ‘thank you'.

We are so very grateful, especially
at the moment.

Whilst we are experiencing
cold, wet weather, in Kenya the
temperature has hit 40 degrees! This
is extremely bad news, as the school
- although it has electricity, does
not have air conditioning, so it is

unpleasant for both staff and pupils
alike. Over the past few years, there
has been a growing lack of rain, and
the temperatures have slowly risen.
This is the first time it has reached
40 degrees. Paul is in Kenya at the
moment and has really struggled,
so | will send the equivalent Kenyan
shillings out so that they can
purchase some fans for some of the
rooms. So, many thanks!

Pearl Walker
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Electoral Roll 2024

The Revision of the Electoral Roll
for the Parish of Portishead will take
place from Sunday 31t March to
Sunday 14" April.

If you are not currently on the
Church Electoral Roll and would like
to be, please fill out a form. Forms
will be available in both churches
from 31t March. The box for
completed forms will be available
each Sunday and removed for
safekeeping at the end of worship.
If the box is not available, please
post your form to the Electoral Roll
Officer, Paul Jeffery, 19, Mulberry
Avenue, Portishead, BS20 7LG.

Martha's kitchen

Martha'’s Kitchen is an ecumenical
group working to bring some light
into the lives of families in Portishead
who are struggling financially or
otherwise. On Tuesday mornings
during the school holidays, we
provide a hearty breakfast, time
for families to meet one another
and craft activities for the children.
Over 50 meals were prepared and
served in the February half term,
and our families were shown love
and friendship.

It would be great to have some
more volunteers to make these
mornings even better so if you
would like to join the team and
work together with folk from other

April 2024

The closing date for the receipt of
forms will be midday Thursday 18t
April. Any names received after that
date will not be able to be added
to the Electoral Roll until after the
Annual Parish Meeting on 9" May
2024.

Any queries please speak to Paul
Jeffery on 01275 845150 or email
him at paul@pauljeffery.force9.co.uk

churches around Portishead to give
a welcome to these families, please
get in touch with Lindsay. There are
various ways to be involved, such
as setting up and/or taking down
the tables and generally getting
the room ready, praying partners,
serving at the table and chatting
with the families or helping with
crafts. Just a couple of hours in the
school holidays can make a lot of
difference.

Contact Rev Lindsay Smith
pioneer@Portisheadparish.co.uk -
07483932608
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| We serve

Freshly cooked breakfast

and light meals

Dietary requirements
Catered for!

Aspect M

Business Insurance
Personal Insurance
Risk Management
58 High Street, Stoke Road Entrance
Portishead BS20 6EL
Tel: 01275 843619

Authorised and Regulated by the
Financial Conduct Authority

Members of the
COMPASS network

bryantsjewellers

Contemporary & Traditional Designs
in Gold, Silver & Platinum

Beautiful Diamond & Gem Set Jewellery
Watches by: Rotary - Bering — Accurist

Quality Jewellery & Watch Repairs
Complete Valuation Service

high street portishead 01275 842862
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Lime Tree

DENTAL PRACTICE

New Patients
Welcome

General Dentistry,
Dental Implants,

Adult Braces, Root Canal
Treatments, Dental Hygienist
6 Woodhill Road, Portishead, BS20 7ET

Tel. 01275 840234
www.limetreedental.co.uk

N

GARDENCARVU

Garden services
All maintenance and construction carried out
No job to small

Free quote
Qualified and fully insured

Call:

J o ATy
542 767118 or Lee on 07

AN

e\ N\ |

Industrial Modern Furniture
Sustainable, Innovative & Handmade

Call us to visit
our Portishead
workshop
today!

Tel. Karen:
07828510239

= £10)

See our designs on:
https://industrialmodern.furniture/
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HainesWatts

Here to help local business

Accountancy - Tax - Business Advice

i WWW.HWCACOM
. Bath House, 6-8 Bath Street, Bristol, BS1 6HL, T: O117 9742569
E! . Kestrel Court, Harbour Road, Portishead, BS20 7AN, T: 01275 390538

K. Palmer Memorials

Kelvin Palmer
24 The Scaurs, Weston-super-Mare, BS22 6QP

Register of qualified RQMF memorial fixers
City and Guilds NPTC memorial mason
Lawn memorials and cremation tablets

Additional inscriptions

)
)
)
e Photo plaques and bronze plaques
)
e Restoration of memorials

°

Repainting/gilding of existing inscriptions

Home appointments available and free, no obligation, quotes
Please call 01934 514992 or 07930 031220

Email kpalmermemorials@aol.com
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FH HALLIDAY AND SON  gsis -
INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS | m
EST. 1880 e

We have a history of serving our community by helping
families to arrange funerals in Portishead and the
surrounding area since 1880. At EH. Halliday we hold
traditional values, whilst realising the importance of choice
and have a modern view about funeral services. We offer
a truly personal bespoke service and help families at such
a difficult time, aiming to make the arranging of a funeral
as stress free and easy as possible, taking care of all the
arrangements in accordance with your wishes.

F.H Halliday and Son are ‘

proud to be a family-owned
independent funeral directors

St Peter’s Court, 115 High Street, Portishead BS20 6PT

01275 842120 * www.thhalliday.co.uk




